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the fight Hamlet calk For the foils The curtains are
pulled revealing the Court-set, without Hamlet's chair
The King and Queen take their places The King de-
scribes the drums, flourish, and cannon that shall sound
when he drinks to celebrate Hamlet's successl This throw*
back to his similar speech m Act I - notice how the corres
pondence is the finer for our using the same set - where
these sounds were to accompany the King's celebration 01
Hamlet's willingness to stay in Denmark Hamlet is in
volved in both In both instances, too, the actual sounds
when they actually occur, act rather as a wai nmg to Ham
let first, in the sense I have already described, making
Hamlet and Horatio start nervously on the platfoim befort
the Ghost's entry, and now in one I shall shortly indicate
Hamlet and Laertes salute the King the salute marking
Hamlet's new and formal respect The couiticis, all but
Osnc, are grouped up R Laertes and Osnc are L, Hamlet
and Horatio down R, the King and Queen on the thiones
and one Gentleman (looking after the cups) up L At
Hamlet's first hit the King drinks and sends the Gentleman
acioss to Hamlet with the cup Meanwhile the drums, fol*
lowed by the trumpet, are sounding Just as Hamlet is about
to take the cup, the cannon go off ominously His mind
changes '111 play this bout first, set it by awhile' This is
the waimng referred to just now I have no explicit inter-
pretation but this is the sort of enigmatic but pi ease effect
that characterizes Hamlet throughout and it comes stiaight
from the text -1 was not aware of it till it happened in per-
formance Now Hamlet scores another hit The Queen
comes across to him with her napkin and then takes the cup
from the Gentleman, who has stood RC since Hamlet told
him to cset it by' This gets the Queen well away from the
King, who can be talking to Laertes, when she starts to
drink Notice Hamlet's polite *good madam' his whole be*
i The last big production I saw let the cannon off during this speech,
as well as later Great care had been taken over many inessentials of sets
and lights, but the things that matter are so often slurred or muddled^